
Responsibility

            ndrew Holland doesn’t want his children ever to experience the financial insecurity and homelessness that he has endured for more  
       than half of his life. With parents who were unable to care for him, he was “in foster care at age four,” he said, “arrested at 19, and  
   released with nowhere to go, bouncing back and forth from place to place, staying outside.” Always a hard worker, he was supporting  
     himself and his girlfriend with a job at a restaurant at BWI Thurgood Marshall Airport in 2020. Then the Covid pandemic hit, the  
        world shut down, he lost his job, and his son was born. 
 “Depending on unemployment and those stimulus checks helped pay for a hotel for a while,” he said. “I have good people in my corner 
who helped us out during the pandemic. But by the beginning of 2021, I was going broke paying for a hotel room, and it got to be too much. 
I started looking around for programs that could help us and found Sarah’s House. At first I was reluctant to come to this program, but I 
made the decision for us as a family. Living by someone else’s rules is tough, but I thought about my son, who’s one year old now. I appreciate 
what the program is doing for us. It’s a roof, and they’re helping us get ahead.”
 Andrew is driven by a desire to make a better life for his son and the baby he and his girlfriend are expecting later this year. He’s 
thankful for the help they’ve gotten through Sarah’s House with the logistics of life that can be barriers to accessing benefits, employment, 
and housing for example. He’s looking forward to the next step in the program—moving his family into their own place. He has returned to 
his former job at a higher rate of pay and has been actively seeking out extra hours and opportunities to move up in the company.
 “For me, from here on out, it’s all or nothing,” he explained. “It’s been a long time coming. I’ve made some wrong decisions in  
my life, but now I have three lives I am responsible for. I have plans. With what I’m making now, I can sustain us, keep a roof over our heads, 
and food on the table. It’s a start. I’m not looking for a luxurious life, but I do want to keep moving up. I want to go back to school, build a 
career, find a better paying job so we can get a house. But for now, I will put in the hours, save money, provide for my family, contribute to 
my company. I’m willing to do anything I have to do to give my kids the life I didn’t have.” 

Programs preventing and relieving  
homelessness and poverty
Anna’s House
Answers for the Aging
Catholic Charities Head Start and Early Head      
 Start of Baltimore City, Carroll County  
 and Harford County
Christopher Place Employment Academy
My Sister’s Place Women’s Center
My Brother’s Keeper
Our Daily Bread Employment Center
St. Edward’s Workforce Development Center
Senior Communities & Support Services
Weinberg Housing and Resource Center

261,471 meals

A safe place to sleep 113,331 times

152 families prevented eviction

       306 individuals/families found a home 

281 kept the home they found in FY20 or 21

1,335 neighbors got personal support  
through case management

Our neighbors found

In FY21, our neighbors experiencing homelessness or food insecurity were sometimes hard to  
see. The pandemic scattered everyone away from their usual spaces, and our meal services were 
different. But we accompanied each person who wanted us with them. 
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